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advantage of the situation and invaded the northern provinces.
The once prosperous and happy land was thrown into great tur-
moil, and the Emperors Hui Tsung and Ch'in Tsung (to whom
the former had abdicated) were captured by the invaders. It was
not until the miraculous escape of the Prince K'ang on a horse
of clay and his ascension to the throne at Hangchow (which was
renamed Linan or Temporary Security) and the division of the
empire into the North and South dynasties that a measure of peace
was restored. During the years of war and confusion, the people
suffered untold hardships.
Among these unfortunate victims of war there was a man by the
name of Hsin Shan who lived in a village outside the capital
Pienliang.3 He had a provisions store and was well off in a modest
way. His wife Juanshih bore him an only daughter named Yaochin,
a very beautiful and clever girl. Her parents sent her to the village
school when she was seven, and by the time she was ten she was
able to read poems and compose verses. At the age of twelve she
was accomplished in playing the harp and at chess and also in
painting and calligraphy. As for her skill with the needle, it was
even more to be marveled at. Because he had no son of his own,
Hsin Shan wished to get himself a son-in-law who would live
with him and comfort him hi his old age, but as his daughter
was much sought after because of her beauty and accomplishments,
he was not able to make up his mind which suitor to choose.
It was then that the Kin Tartars invaded the land and kid
siege to Pienliang. There were many armies in various parts of
the empire that were ready to rally to the protection of the Em-
peror, but as the prime minister was for treating with the int-
vaders, they were not allowed to oppose the barbarians. As a
result, the Tartar hordes became more insatiable than ever in their
lust for conquest; they invested the capital and kidnapped both
Hui Tsung and Ch'in Tsung. The people in the region all aban-
doned their homes and fled in terror before the barbarian hordes.
Among them were Hsin Shan and his wife Juanshih and their
daughter Yaochin. They dodged in and out of the road like
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